OUR UNIVERSITY

Every year many young men and women enter Universities and Institutes of Higher Education in Belarus. The Gomel State University may be the aim of many applicants although there are many more institutions all over Belarus where students get their higher education in various subjects.

I am a student of the Gomel State University named after Francisc Scorina. It was opened in 1969 on the basis of the Pedagogical Institute. It is the second university in Belarus.

19 Doctors of Science and Professors and about 300 Candidates of Science work at 46 chairs of the University. Our University has many departments: Mathematics, Physics, Biology, History, Philology, Foreign Languages, Law, Economics, Geology and so on.

4 forms of training are offered at the Gomel State University: daytime training, correspondence courses (or extramural department), preparatory courses and postgraduate courses.

The applicants go in for entrance exams in July and August before the new academic year begins. An examination in the Byelorussian or Russian language is compulsory as well as oral exams in the main subjects the students will take.  

If the applicants want to have a good command of the subjects in which they will take exams, they attend preliminary courses. Another aim of the preparatory section is to help those who finished school many years ago to become students.

The students of extramural department combine work and studying at the Gomel State University.

Most students receive grants. The amount depends on the results of the previous set of exams. Our University trains future teachers of different subjects, engineers and research workers.

The first two years of study are generally the most difficult. A new student may have up to 30 hours a week of seminars, lectures and classes.

 Our University has good conditions for study. It has a rich library. The students can find a great variety of books there. Reading halls, different laboratories and modern equipment are at the disposal of students. 

EXERCISES
1.Read and translate the text.

2.Translate and learn the words in bold type and also the following words:

1.to pass an exam in…

   to fail a test in…

2.a class in…

   a seminar on…

   a lecture on…

3.a timetable

4.to attend classes

   to miss classes

5.to do a subject

6.to do well (poorly) in a subject

7.a student, s record book

8.to give a mark (a credit)

9.to get a five in

10.full (part) time students

3.Give antonyms to the following words:

to attend classes, to be absent, to fail an exam, in writing, part time students, to be bad at a subject, to have a good command of.

4.What do we call:

A student that studies by correspondence, a student of the day department, the oral check-up of the students, knowledge, young men and women who try to enter Universities, a course of study at a University, a document where the examiner registers marks.

5.Complete the following statements:

1.If you want to pass your exams well, you must… 2.Helen entered the university in 1985, so in 1990 she… 3.If you do not know what lectures you have tomorrow…  4.If you want to have a good command of the language you must… 

6.Explain the words in English:

an applicant, a student, s record book, preliminary courses, full time students, part time students, to have a good command of languages, curriculum.

7.Answer the questions:

1.What is the name for institutions where people can go on studying after school? 2.Is the Gomel State University popular among the applicants? 3.When was it opened? 4.How many chairs are there at the Gomel State University? 5.What are its staff? 6.What are the main departments? 7.Which forms of training are there at the Gomel State University? 8.When do applicants go in for entrance exams? 9.Which exams are compulsory? 10.Wat are preliminary courses for? 11.What do grants depend on? 12.Why are the first two years of study generally the most difficult? 13.What conditions for study are there at the Gomel State University?

8.Translate into English:

1.В каком институте вы учитесь? – Я учусь в Гомельском государственном университете. – Вы на 2-ом курсе? – Нет, я студент 1-ого курса. 2.В нашей библиотеке сотни интересных книг, которые я еще не читал. 3.Какие предметы вы сдавали на вступительных экзаменах? – Я сдавал английский, литературу и историю. - Какие оценки вы получили? – Я получил отлично по всем предметам. 4.Когда вы будете сдавать первый экзамен? 5.Трудно заниматься заочно? 6.Сколько студентов вашего курса посещали подготовительные курсы? 7.Я стараюсь не пропускать ни одной лекции по литературе. 8.Не забудь дома зачетку.

9.Finish up the sentences:

1.Every year many… 2.The Gomel State University is… 3.I am… 4. It was opened… 5. It is the second… 6.19… 7.Our University has… 7.4 forms of training are… 8.The applicants… 9.If the applicants want… 10.Most students… 11.Our University has…

10.Retell the topic.

